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A  FOREWORD. 


The  second  issue  of  "The  Prevention  of  Fire"  has  been  made  neces- 
sary by  the  general  awakening  of  interest  in  fire  prevention  all  over 
Texas,  creating  such  a  demand  for  the  first  issue  of  this  booklet  that 
the  20,000  copies  printed  have  been  exhausted,  and  requests  for  many 
more  are  continually  reaching  the  office  of  the  State  Fire  Insurance 
Commission.  Hence,  this  issue  has  been  changed  and  brought  as  nearly 
up  to  date  as  possible  with  facts  and  figures,  which  if  carefully  read 
and  observed,  then  heeded,  and  the  advice  given  therein  put  into  prac- 
tical use,  will  result  in  a  great  reduction  of  preventable  fires  in  Texas. 
The  result  from  the  distribution  of  the  first  20,000  copies  is  very  grati- 
fying to  this  department,  and  we  are  sure  that  if  the  interest  created 
continues  in  the  future,  and  we  have  not  the  least  doubt  but  that  it 
will,  and  even  grow  better,  then  the  result  from  this  issue  will  be 
marvelous  in  aiding  in  the  conservation  of  life  and  property  in  our 
State. 

S.  W.  Inglish, 

State  Fire  Marshal. 


THE  PREVENTION  OF  FIRE. 


THE  FIRE  TAX  WE  PAY. 


Several  thousand  years  ago,  at  a  time  of  which  history  knows  noth- 
ing, the  heart  of  both  man  and  beast  held  one  overpowering  dread, — ■ 
fear  of  fire.  The  first  decisive  step  in  the  development  of  the  human 
race  was  taken  when  it  overcame  this  fear  and  developed  the  means 
whereby  fire  could  be  made  a  useful  servant.  The  making  of  this  dread 
enemy  captive  was  a  significant  victory  that  set  mankind  apart  from 
the  other  animals  forever. 

Notwithstanding  all  the  years  that  have  passed  since  fire  was  made 
captive,  it  remains  a  crafty  slave,  and  continually  seeks  an  opportunity 
to  escape  its  bounds.  When  once  its  bonds  are  broken,  it  knows  no 
law  nor  friend ;  it  possesses  neither  feeling  nor  mercy,  but  proceeds  to 
take  an  awful  toll  of  life  and  property  until  it  is  again  bound,  or  there 
is  nothing  left  for  it  to  consume. 

Fire  has  had  a  most  important  place  in  the  progress  of  the  world 
since  the  beginning  of  time.  Wise  men  tell  us  of  its  composition,  but 
in  that  we  are  little  interested.  Our  concern,  at  this  time,  is  in  the 
combustion  of  valuable  materials,  and  the  consequences  of  their  de- 
struction. 

FIRES  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

In  the  United  States  we  find  great  fire  waste,  and  enormous  losses 
from  an  early  date  until  1919.  The  records  show  sixteen  large  fires, 
the  losses  of  which  were,  ten  at  $1,000,000  each;  one  at  $1,000,000;  three 
at  $1,250,000  each ;  one  at  $2,000,000,  and  one  at  $1,500,000.  The  total 
fire  loss  in  the  United  States  in  1918  was  $290,959,885. 

FIRES  I-N  TEXAS. 

At  the  time  the  defenders  of  the  Alamo  fought  the  fight  that  im- 
mortalized their  memory,  and  blazed  the  way  to  Texas  Liberty  which 
found  its  full  fruition  in  the  result  at  San  Jacinto,  the  Lone  Star  Re- 
public was  an  empire  within  itself,  the  resources  of  which  seemed  with- 
out measure,  and  were  untouched.  With  her  millions  of  acres  of 
timbered  lands,  material  for  building  houses  was  readily  available  almost 
for  the  asking.  Pioneer  settlements  sprang  into  towns,  the  towns  be- 
came cities,  and  throughout  the  entire  period  of  evolution  was  carried 
the  habit  of  building  with  wood.  It  is  true  we  have  made  progress 
within  the  past  few  years  along  lines  of  safer  construction,  evidenced, 
for  example,  by  the  fireproof  buildings  to  be  found  in  the  cities  and 
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towns  of  our  State,  but  the  fact  remains  that  an  overwhelming  majority 
of  our  structures  are  easily  burnable,  at  least  75  per  cent  of  them  sup- 
porting wood  shingle  roofs,  and  in  that  situation  are  we  to  find  one  of 
the  underlying  reasons  for  our  enormous  fire  waste.  Every  conflagra- 
tion we  have  suffered  was  promoted  by  wooden  construction,  and  they 
have  supplied  some  of  our  most  spectacular  disasters.  The  Galveston 
fire  of  1877  entailing  a  loss  of  $1,200,000;  Paris,  Texas,  in  the  same 
year  with  a  loss  of  $1,500,000 :  Galveston  again  in  1885  with  a  like  loss, 
followed  by  Beaumont  in  1903  with  a  $1,000,000  loss;  then  the  Port 
Worth  conflagration  in  1909  with  a  $1,000,000  loss;  the  Houston  fire  of 
1912  with  a  loss  of  $4,500,000;  Galveston  in  1914  with  a  $1,000,000 
loss;  the  Paris,  Texas,  holocaust  in  1916  with  a  $7,000,000  loss,  and 
various  others  of  lesser  magnitude,  in  all  of  which  values  mounting  into 
the  millions  of  dollars,  in  buildings  and  materials,  food  and  feed,  and  by 
no  means  least  of  all,  the  contents  of  homes  that  neither  money  nor  labor 
could  ever  restore,  were  wiped  out. 

The  losses  thus  sustained  represent  millions  of  dollars,  so  great  that 
one  can  scarcely  conceive  or  realize  the  extent  of  such  destruction.  It 
means,  too,  that  the  toil  of  this  great  State  was  taxed  to  replace  the 
loss.  It  means  that  something  is  taken  from  the  earnings  of  every 
man  to  pay  that  tax  :  and  as  long  as  we  keep  on  having  preventable 
fires,  the  same  tax  will  continue  to  be  levied  upon  us.  It  falls  on  the 
rich,  and  poor,  the  worker  with  his  hands  and  the  worker  with  his  mind. 
Nothing  is  ever  returned  for  the  fire  tax.  Money  raised  by  ordinary 
taxation  methods  is  put  into  circulation  and  spent  for  value  received. 
With  the  fire  tax,  money  is  applied  to  take  the  place  of  values  lost.  In 
these  days  of  high  prices,  the  cost  of  rebuilding  is  almost  double  what 
it  was  two  years  ago, — another  good  and  sufficient  reason  why  every 
preventable  fire  should  be  eliminated. 

—-But  not  until  our  people  realize,  and  act  upon  that  realization,  that 
property  burned  is  forever  gone;  that  fire  insurance  companies  must 
collect  from  the  people  enough  money  in  premiums  to  take  care  of 
what  they  pay  out  for  fires,  and  that  in  the  final  analysis  the  individual 
pays  for  all  the  fire  losses  in  one  way  or  another,  will  there  ever  come 
an  abiding  decrease  in  the  number  of  fires;  or  perhaps,  until  we  can 
through  a  system  of  teaching  the  children  in  our  schools  the  lesson  of 
fire  prevention  for  the  effect  it  may  have  on  future  generations. 

MANY  FATALITIES  OCCUR  FROM  FIRE. 

Nor  is  the  property  loss  the  only  thing  to  be  considered.  During  the 
month  of  December,  1919,  alone,  27  lives  were  lost  by  fire  in  Texas,  and 
64  persons  were  badly  injured  by'burns.  Of  the  reported  deaths  10  were 
from  the  misuse  of  gasolene  and  kerosene,  of  the  injuries  reported  41 
were  the  result  of  similar  causes ;  and  for  the  four  months  of  September, 
October,  November,  and  December,  1919,  a  total  of  57  deaths  resulted, 
and  119  injuries  were  sustained,  a  large  percentage  of  which  was  due 
to  misuse  of  gasolene  and  kerosene. 

With  recollections  of  disasters  from  fire  to  both  property  and  life 
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fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  people,  it  would  seem  that  experience  would 
suggest  the  remedy  to  prevent  a  like  calamity  at  the  very  door  of  each 
ancf  every  one  of 'us.  If  we  are  to  profit  by  the  misfortunes  of  our 
neighbors  we  must  learn  to  tight  fire  before  it  starts  by  doing  away  with 
the" things  that  bring  it  about.  The  solution  of  the  problem  is  almost 
wholly  with  the  individual  citizen,  and  unless  he  can  be  convinced  to 
the  point  of  action  that  his  safety  from  fire  depends  upon  his  absolute 
abandonment  of  carelessness,  the  advocate  of  fire  prevention  may  as  well 
fold  his  tent  and  depart. 

SEVENTY  PER  CENT  PREVENTABLE. 

Let  us  not  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  more  than  70  per  cent  of  the 
fires  we  have  are  preventable,  the  result  in  almost  every-  instance  of 
carelessness  or  indifference.  With  such  enormous  fire  waste  continually 
before  us,  every  citizen  pf_  Texas  is  called  upon  to  do  all  within  his 
power  to  render  the  loss  impossible  by  removing  all  fire  hazards  from 
his  premises,  no  matter  of  what  nature  or  to  what  extent  existing.  We 
should  comply  with  all  State  laws  and  regulations,  all  city  ordinances, 
and  the  rules  prescribed  for  the  prevention  of  fires.  This  is  an  intensely 
individual  question,  and  before  casting  about  to  discover  the  mote  in 
our  neighbor's  eye,  we  should  be  absolutely  sure  that  we  have  removed 
the  beam  from  our  own. 

Bearing  these  things  in  mind,  we  approach  the  corollary  with  a  new 
sense  of  responsibility.  Most  of  the  loss  is  preventable.  Do  not  con- 
found Fire  with  Loss.  The  loss  is  preventable.  The  wasted  tax  can 
be  lightened.  The  simplicity  of  the  remedy  is  its  weakness,  the  cause 
of  its  not  being  applied.  Cleanliness  and  watchfulness  will  cure,  Here 
is  a  striking  fact.  The  association  of  carelessness  and  dirt  is  so  close 
that  we  find  Constantinople,  a  city  characterized  by  uncleanliness,  the 
apotheosis  of  filth,  the  most  fire  stricken  city  of  the  world.  It  has 
been  burned,  or  had  notable  conflagrations,  nineteen  times  since  1792, 
and  twenty-one  times  before  that  date.  That  cleanliness  and  careful- 
ness will  prevent  50  per  cent  of  the  fire  loss  of  Europe  has  been  shown. 
The  fire  tax  in  America  at  this  time  is  seven  and  one-half  times  greater 
than  that  of  Continental  Europe,  and  surely  should  bring  home  to  us 
with  sledge-hammer  force  the  tremendous  price  we  are  paying  to  be 
negligent  and  careless. 

In  the  matter  of  health,  we  mark  the  man  who  is  unclean.  We  fight 
the  encroachments  of  disease  everywhere  and  in  every  way.  That  bat- 
tle is  showing  wonderful  results,  and  our  public  health  is  better  than 
that  of  the  Old  World.  The  analogy  between  the  two  dangers  is  com- 
plete. The  man  with  a  contagious  disease  is  quarantined— he  is  pre- 
vented by  law  from  exposing  others  to  infection.  He  is  segregated, 
treated,  and  usually  cured.  At  any  rate,  he  is  not  allowed  to  menace 
the  health  of  the  people.  Disease  and  fire  have  a  common  cause— dirt 
and  carelessness.  They  have  a  common  cure.  Every  man  is  as  morally 
obligated  to  keep  his  place  of  occupancy  clean  and  free  from  fire  dangers 
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as  he  is  his  body  free  from  disease.  The  individual  must  assume  this 
personal  obligation,  and,  by  his  attitude  toward  others,  create  a  public 
sentiment  against  the  man  who  is  threatening  the  public  welfare  by  his 
carelessness. 

SOME  INTERESTING  TEXAS  FIRE  FIGURES. 

During  the  years  1880  to  1918,  both  inclusive,  stock  fire  insurance 
companies  transacting  business  in  Texas,  paid  in  losses  a  total  of  $137,- 
583,373.  It  is  fair  to  assume  that  25  per  cent  of  that  sum  can  be  added 
as  losses  sustained  by  insurance  organizations  of  which  we  seem  to  have 
no  account.  It  is  also  fairly  correct  to  assume  that  the  property  loss 
where  insurance  was  carried  will  average  25  per  cent  more  than  the  in- 
surance loss.  It  is  further  practically  correct  to  say  that  25  per  cent 
of  the  property  destroyed  carried  no  insurance  at  all;  therefore,  by  that 
method  of  reasoning,  we  find  ourselves  confronted  with  a  total  fire  waste 
for  the  period  cited  of  $336,123,564,  or  an  annual  average  fire  loss  of 
$8,362,142. 

Based  on  these  calculations,  the  loss  during  the  ten  years  from  1880 
to  1889,  was  $31,095,710;  for  the  succeeding  ten  years  it  amounted  to 
$54,181,238  ;  for  the  ten  years  next  following  it  was  $80,897,106,  and 
for  the  remaining  nine  years  the  loss  was  $159,949,507,  or,  an  increase 
of  more  than  500  per  cent  from  the  first  decade  to  the  nine-year  period 
just  referred  to. 

In  1880  Texas  had  a  population  of  1,591,749;  in  1890  the  popula- 
tion was  2,235,523;  in  1900  it  had  increased  to  3,048,710,  and  at  this 
time  we  estimate  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  4,500,000,  or,  an  in- 
crease of  about  200  per  cent  in  population. 

The  average  annual  per  capita  loss  for  the  first  ten  years  named  was 
$1.63.  The  average  annual  per  capita  loss  for  the  last  nine  years  was 
$3.95;  so,  if  these  figures  are  to  be  accepted,  the  percentage  of  increase 
in  fire  losses  has  more  than  doubled  the  percentage  of  gain  in  population. 

THE   WHOLESALE   SLAUGHTER  OF   THE   STATERS  RESOURCES. 

The  enormity  of  this  wholesale  slaughter  of  the  State's  resources  is 
of  vital  concern  to  everyone,  and  calls  for  serious  reflection  as  to  where 
it  will  ultimately  load.  Its  total  exceeds  the  entire  amount  appropriated 
during  that  time  by  our  Legislatures  for  the  maintenance  of  the  State 
Government  in  all  of  its  branches — judicial,  educational,  eleemosynary 
and  departmental.  It  falls  but  little  short  of  the  assessed  valuation  of 
roadway,  rolling  stock  and  intangible  assets  of  all  the  railway  systems 
in  the  State.  With  such  a  fund  there  could  be  constructed  highways 
from  Texarkana  to  El  Paso,  and  from  Denison  to  Galveston,  with 
enough  in  excess  to  provide  every  county  in  the  State  with  100  miles 
of  good  roads.  It  is  in  excess  of  the  State's  expenditures  for  public 
school  purposes  for  the  entire  time.  Our  State  Constitution  of  1876 
laid  the  foundation  for  a  common  school  fund  consisting  in  the  main 
of  thousands  of  acres  of  the  public  domain,  to  be  devoted  exclusively 
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to  educational  ends.  The  records  of  the  General  Land  Office  and  Treas- 
ury Department  at  Austin  show  a  total  of  approximately  $70,000,000 
in  lands,  land  notes,  and  bonds  purchased  with  the  proceeds  of  land 
sales,  to  the  credit  of  that  fund  at  this  time.  The  framers  of  the 
Constitution  knew  the  value  of  education,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  con- 
stitutional provision  itself  for  the  upbuilding  of  a  permanent  school 
system,  yet  the  people  since  the  adoption  of  that  most  wise  provision 
have  drifted  along  in  apparent  ignorance  of  the  true  meaning  of  fire 
waste,  and  have  tolerated  a  fire  loss  that  has  built  itself  up  since  the 
State  Constitution  was  adopted  to  more  than  four  times  the  present  day 
value  of  their  permanent  school  fund. 

NO  STATE  CAN  STAND  THE  LOSS  INDEFINITELY. 

No  State,  however  rich,  can  indefinitely  withstand  financial  losses  of 
such  magnitude,  no  difference  from  what  source  they  spring,  and  the 
earlier  we  begin  to  devote  our  energies  to  the  real  task  of  effectually 
ending  needless  burning  of  our  created  values,  just  that  much  more  will 
we  have  to  help  to  carry  us  along  after  our  full  development  has  been 
reached. 

When  we  view  conditions  now  as  compared  with  forty  years  ago,  we 
realize  that  there  are  new  and  added  fire  hazards  with  which  we  must 
reckon.  'Petroleum  and  its  by-products,  natural  gas,  electric  devices  and 
lighting  systems,  installations  for  steam  heating,  a  multiplicity  of 
mechanical  implements,  and  other  things  that  are  now  necessities,  all 
of  them  the  products  of  modern  times  and  each  with  attendant  fire 
dangers,  have  come  into  existence,  and,  as  a  matter  of  course,  should 
be  taken  into  account  when  we  speak  of  the  per  capita  fire  waste  in- 
crease; but,  it  should  be  remembered  also  that  while  fire  hazards  have 
increased  in  number,  our  cities  and  towns  have  at  no  little  expense 
provided  additional  protection  by  establishing  water  supplies  and  build- 
ing waterworks  systems,  and  equipping  and  maintaining  fire  depart- 
ments. After  all,  when  we  scan  the  record  of  fire  causes  in  Texas  from 
the  time  we  began  business  to  the  present,  we  find  among  them  chim- 
neys, flues,  hot  ashes  and  coals,  smoking,  rubbish  and  litter,  and  other 
familiar  sources  of  fire  in  such  regularity  as  to  indicate  that  there  has 
been  little  improvement  in  our  habits. 

While  our  people  have  kept  pace  with  the  times  in  almost  every 
other  phase  of  business  and  social  life,  it  seems  a  very  small  percentage 
of  them  have  ever  given  serious  thought  to  the  fire  dangers  that  con- 
stantly confront  them.  The  average  Texan  knows  that  fires  are  of 
frequent  occurrence,  feels  in  a  kind  of  way  that  most  of  our  fires  are 
preventable,  and  that  there  is  needless  loss  of  property  and  life;  but, 
he  has  not  realized  that  it  is  a  duty  he  owes  to  himself,  to  his  com- 
munitv  and  to  his  State  to  do  his  full  share  in  preventing  fire  waste. 
A  duty  is  upon  organized  society  to  protect  its  members  m  property 
and  lite,  but  it  has  been  clearly  shown  that  while  organized  society 
may  hwe  met  its  full  requirement  in  all  other  things,  it  has  been  derelict 
in  its  duty  toward  fire  waste. 


DON'  I  WAIT  TJNTIL  THE  PIRE  IS  BURNING  BEFORE  YOU 
THINK  ABOUT  FIRE  PREVENTION. 


10 


THE  PREVENTION  OP  PIEE. 


SPLENDIDLY  EQUIPPED  FIRE  DEPARTMENTS. 


No  country  in  the  world  is  so  wonderfully  equipped  with  fire-fight- 
ing apparatus  as  the  United  States,  fand  in  that  Texas  is  well  abreast 
of  the  times??  We  have  well  drilled  and  skillful  men  to  handle  the 
apparatus.  The  responsibility  lies  with  the  individual —not  with  the 
fire  department. 

The  frequency  of  large  fires,  coupled  with  the  great  financial  loss 
attendant  on  them,  is  puzzling  when  the  splendid  fire-fighting  equip- 
ment of  our  cities  is  considered. 

The  question  one  asks  is,  "Are  the  fire  departments  doing  all  they 
can?  Are  they  efficient  to  the  highest  degree?"  Even  a  superficial 
consideration  shows  that,  in  most  cases,  they  are.  We  have  apparatus 
adequate  to  our  needs,  we  have  trained  men  who  have  proved  their 
bravery  and  intelligence  m  many  a  battle  with  fire.  In  Texas  cities 
our  fire-fighters  reach  a  fire  in  the  business  section  in  from  two  to 
five  minutes  after  the  alarm  is  sounded,  and  in  the  residence  section 
m  a  very  creditably  short  time.  It  must  be  evident  to  the  most  criti- 
cal that  the  pities  of  Texas  are  doing  their  duty  through  and  with  the 
fire  departments.  It  is  readily  granted  that  all  fires  are  the  same  size 
when  they  start,  but  between  the  time  of  the  discovery  of  the  fire  and 
the  arrival  of  the  fire -fighters,  a  little  time  must  elapse.  That  time  is 
the  vital  time  in  the  life  of  the  fire,  the  time  when  it  gains  sufficient 
foothold  to  become  a  dangerous  blaze. 

PERSONAL  RESPONSIBILITY. 

Every  fire  is  the  PERSONAL  RESPONSIBILITY  of  the  occupant 
of  the  building  for  the  first  five  minutes  of  its  life.  If  a  preventable 
fire,  it  is  a  matter  of  PERSONAL  RESPONSIBILITY  that  it  hap- 
pened at  all. 

In  a  building  or  store  the  personal  responsibility  of  a  tenant  is  too 
often  neglected.  Plans  should  be  made  beforehand,  and  every  employe 
have  duties  to  perform.  It  should  be  the  business  of  the  occupant  to 
see  that  his  place  is  equipped  with  chemical  fire  extinguishers  or  hose, 
which  can  be  coupled  instantly,  or,  if  possible,  should  remain  coupled  at 
all  times  that  a  stream  may  be  directed  on  the  fire  with  the  least  delay 
possible.  The  Underwriters  list  several  different  kinds  of  fire  ex- 
tinguishers, which  have  been  tested  and  found  satisfactory  in  their  work 
of  stopping  fire.  The  chemical  fire  extinguishers  throw  a  stream  with 
force  and  accuracy  for  a  distance  of  twenty-five  feet,  and  have  done 
good  service,  in  Texas.  In  many  cases,  fires  have  been  extinguished 
with  the  small  chemical  alone,  and  without  other  help,  in  ever":  case, 
with  very  small  damage.  It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the'  extin- 
guisher should  be  capable  of  discharging  the  fluid  with  considerable 
force  to  be  of  service,  and  should  be  inspected  often,  and  those  requir- 
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ing  to  be  recharged  should  be  recharged  at  least  once  each  year.  "An 
example  pointing  this  moral  occurred  recently  in  a  Texas  cotton  ware- 
house where  there  were  two  extinguishers  that  had  not  been  given  any 
attention  since  they  were  installed  a  year  or  two  before.  When  tested, 
one  was  in  fair  working  order  and  the  other  useless, — fortunately,  fire 
was  not  the  occasion  for  the  test. 


ORGANIZE  A  PEIVATE  EIRE  BRIGADE. 

This  forehandeclness  should  be  carried  one  step  further  and  careful 
consideration  given  to  the  danger  spots  in  the  place  of  business.  It  is 
a  simple  matter  to  organize  the  employes  into  a  fire-fighting  brigade  with 
definite  duties  that  will  not  overlap  nor  interfere  with  others :  A  o-0od 
idea  is  to  allow  authority,  in  time  of  fire,  to  rest  substantially  where  it 
does  under  ordinary  conditions,  thus  tending  to  smoothness  in  discipline. 

.  A  simple  method  of  giving  a  fire  alarm  should  be  devised,  and,  upon 
the  sounding  of  that  alarm,  the  men  go  immediately  to  their  stations 
and  stay  there,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  until  the  fire  is  out.  Drills 
should  be  held  occasionally,  taking  the  form  of  a  false  alarm,  but  ar- 
rangements must  be  made  not  to  stampede  people  in  the  building. 

While  the  things  we  have  suggested  are  simple,  yet,  in  most  cases, 
they  are  neglected;  in  fact,  we  ignore  the  situation  at  the  place  that  is 
weakest  and  where  Ave  could  attack  with  the  greatest  success. 


FIRE  PREVENTION  IN  DWELLINGS. 


A  person  fears  fire  in  his  home  more  than  he  does  in  his  business 
place  for  two  reasons:  First,  because  all  he  holds  most  precious  is  in 
the  home.  A  fire  means  clanger  to  his  family  and  homelessness  until 
a  new  place  can  be  found.  Second,  his  responsibility  for  the  safety  of 
his  home  is  undivided.  He  alone  is  responsible  for  the  preservation  of 
his  home.  He  does  not  feel  that  someone  else  should  take  care  of  these 
things.  The  home  is  the  unit  of  social  life,  its  destruction  has  a  more 
far-reaching  influence  than  the  mere  loss  of  furniture,  etc.  Everv  man 
owes  it  to  himself,  his  family,  and  his  neighbors  to  see  that  no  pre- 
cautions are  omitted  in  the  protection  of  his  home  against  fire. 

The  causes  of  dwelling  fires  are  more  clearly  determined  than  in 
other  buildings,  and  the  problem  of  their  prevention  is  simpler.  The 
points  outlined  in  the  following  paragraphs  are  so  inexpensive  and  un- 
questionable that  there  can  be  no  excuse  whatever  for  their  being 
neglected. 

ELECTRIC  WIRING. 

The  careless  and  ignorant  manner  in  which  electrical  wiring  and 
apparatus  is  installed,  operated  and  maintained  has  developed  one  of 
the  greatest  single  sources  of  our  fire  loss. 
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Electric  wiring  in  dwellings  is  subjected  to  smaller  loads  and  is  not 
of  snch  an  intricate  nature  as  to  call  for  much  crossing  or  exposure 
whore  the  insulation  might  be  worn  off,  but  the  simplest  of  wiring 
should  be  protected  in  accordance  with  the  Underwriters  Rules.  An 
inspection  should  be  made  at  least  once  a  year  to  see  what  condition 
the  wiring  is  in.  Lightning  arresters  should,  and  usually  do  take  care 
of  the  danger  of  an  overload  from  outside  sources.  As  simple  as  these 
things  are  "hardly  one  man  in  ten  knows  anything  about  the  condition 
of  the  wiring  in  his  dwelling.  Records  in  the  office  of  the  State  Insur- 
ance Commission  show  Defective  Wiring  to  be  the  cause  of  many  fires 
in  dwellings,  "in  fact,  is  seventh  m  the  list  of  causes  of  dwelling  fires 
that  are  preventable. 

DEFECTIVE  FLUBS. 

Defective  flues  are  the  cause  of  many  fires  in  Texas  as  elsewhere. 
Fourteen  per  cent  of  all  fires  in  dwellings,  apartment  houses  boarding 
bouses,  etc..  are  from  bad  flues.  All  such  fires  are  preventable  It 
sometimes  happens  that  buildings  are  poorly  constructed,  some  of  the 
weight  of  the  house  being  placed  on  the  chimney,  and,  as  the  building 
settles,  cracks  are  opened  in  the  flue  which  communicate  fire  to  the 
woodwork.  It  frequently  happens  that  an  attempt  to  save  a  few  dol- 
ki"  the  difference  in  cost  between  a  good  and  a  bad  chimney,  results 
in  the  loss  of  the  home  and  its  contents.  The  only  wise  and  safe  plan 
s  to  have  the  best  flues  possible  to  obtain,  and  then  have  them  examined 
each  season  before  fires  are  built  to  see  that  they  are  m  proper  repair 
for  winter  use. 

INFLAMMABLE  MATERIAL. 

Inflammable  material  should  never  be  left  near  a  stove  or  furnace. 
The  practice  of  keeping  waste  paper  and  trash  near  a  kitchen  range  is 
dangerous:  Burning  grease  or  fats  may  ignite  on  the  top  of  the  stove 
and  communicate  to  the  paper.  Before  the  fires  are  left  at  night  or 
other  times,  everything  inflammable  should  be  cleaned  up  Careless 
handling  of  ashes  is  responsible  for  many  bad  blazes  and  the  loss  of 
many  homes  and  some  lives.  Ashes  should  invariably  be  kept  m  metal 
containers.  The  old  flour  or  sugar  barrels  or  boxes  must  be  done  away 
with  in  every  home  if  you  would  live  up  to  the  principle  of   safety  farst. 

SPONTANEOUS  COMBUSTION. 

EIRE  what  we  call  by  that  name  is  rapid  combustion.  Combustion 
need  not  be  accompanied  by  either  smoke  or  flame.  Fire  is  the  combi- 
nation of  oxvgen  in  the  air  with  some  other  substance,  like  cloth  paper, 
or  wood.  All  matter  is  subject  to  combustion  to  a  greater  or  less  de- 
cree When  this  combustion  is  very  rapid  we  have  flame.  When  it  is 
slow  we  have  a  smouldering  fire,  or  merely  an  indication  of  combustion 
in  the  presence  of  heat.  Were  we  to  exclude  all  the  oxygen  from  the 
air  surrounding  a  fire,  it  would  immediately  go  out.    Spontaneous  com- 
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bustion,  of  which  we  hear  so  much,  is  nothing  more  than  a  slow  oxida- 
tion. As  the  process  quickens,  the  material  gets  warmer.  Sometimes 
nothing  further  happens,  but  oftentimes  sufficient  heat  is  generated  to 
produce  flame.  Greasy  rags,  soaked  with  furniture  polish  or  oil,  old 
cloth,  musty  and  damp  papers,  or  excelsior,  are  particularly  liable  to  this 
form  of  combustion,  and  should  either  be  eliminated,  or  else  placed  in 
safe  closed  metal  receptacles  covered  with  metal  lids.  Entire  elimina- 
tion is  the  safer. 

MATCHES  ARE  DANGEROUS. 

Matches.  Isn't  it  true  that  none  of  us  are  as  careful  as  we  should 
be  with  matches  lighted  or  otherwise?  On  the  tip  match  after  igni- 
tion, the  cap  retains  a  spark  of  fire,  seldom  visible,  but  capable  of  pro- 
ducing a  large  blaze,  if  carelessly  thrown  away.  It  is  criminal  care- 
lessness to  throw  burnt  matches  where  there  is  the  slightest  possibility 
of  causing  fire.  The  records  of  the  State  Insurance  Commission  show 
parlor  matches  to  be  the  cause  of  many  destructive  fires.  Safety  matches 
are  preferable  to  any  other  kind. 

KEROSENE  LAMPS. 

Candles,  lamps,  and  matches  are  the  cause  of  many  fires.  The  record 
shows  the  careless  handling  of  kerosene  lamps  to  be  fifth  on  the  list  of 
causes  of  preventable  fires.  Lamps  should  never  be  filled  by  artificial 
light  or  after  dark.  Children  should  not  use  matches  or  candles.  Kero- 
sene should  be  kept  in  closed  metal  cans  in  a  safe  place,  well  away  from 
any  fire. 

DANGERS  OF  GASOLENE. 

If  we  were  willing  to  learn  from  the  experience  of  others,  it  would 
not  be  necessary  to  mention  the  dangers  of  gasolene,  benzine,  and  sim- 
ilar volatiles.  As  hereinbefore  cited,  tragedies  here  in  Texas,  in  which 
a  toll  of  both  life  and  property  was  exacted  as  a  penalty  for  careless- 
ness, would  have  taught  us  to  be  exceedingly  careful  in  handling  these 
highly  inflammable  explosives  were  we  not  disposed  to  think  that  what 
happened  to  others  from  the  handling  of  these  liquids  can  never  happen 
to  us.  Familiarity  has  brought  contempt  where  there  should  be  caution. 
Many  women  have  the  habit  of  cleaning  gloves  and  clothing  with  gaso- 
lene inside  a  closed  room.  Death  is  always  present  during  such  a  pro- 
cedure, watching  for  a  favorable  moment  to  claim  a  victim. 

If  gasolene  or  other  liquids  must  be  used,  keep  them  in  air-tight  ves- 
sels out  of  doors,  use  them  only  out  of  doors,  or  in  a  room  with  doors 
and  windows  all  open  and  free  from  any  kind  of  fire  or  light.  A  good 
substitute  for  cleaning  purposes,  and  one  in  which  there  is  no  danger, 
is  carbon  tetra-chloride.  It  is  a  splendid  solvent  and  will  not  injure 
the  finest  fabric. 

It  must  not  be  overlooked  that  vapor  from  these  inflammable  vola- 
tiles is  also  highly  explosive.    A  cubic  yard  of  such  vapor  contains  suffi- 


A  FIRE  HAZARD  TODAY  MAY  MEAN  A  HOME  IN  ASHES 
TOMORROW— REMOVE  IT  NOW,  DON'T  WAIT. 


1 1 


THE  PREVENTION  OF  FIRE. 


dent  force  to  blow  out  the  side  of  a  building.  One  gallon  of  gasolene 
at  ordinary  temperature  will  produce  37  cubic  yards  of  vapor.  If 
ignited,  it  will  expand  to  4000  times  this  space. 

SHINGLE  ROOF  MENACE. 

The  greatest  danger  in  a  conflagration  lies  in  the  wooden  shingle 
roof.  It  is  a  real  fire-catcher ;  one  that  could  hardly  be  improved  upon. 
A  small  spark  carried  by  the  wind  can  find  a  lodging  place  under  a 
shingle  and  work  its  way  into  a  blaze  before  it  is  discovered. 

In  Texas,  from  a  fire  danger  point  of  view,  it  is  indeed  unfortunate 
that  so  many  dwellings  have  wood  shingle  roofs.  One  city  in  the  State 
is  entirely  free  from  them,  and  a  dwelling  fire  at  that  place  is  a  rarity, — 
they  don't  have  them,  and  give  the  non-combustible  roof  the  credit  for 
the  remarkable  record.  These  roofs  are  mostly  metal.  It  is  now  pos- 
sible, at  very  little  additional  expense,  to  make  a  roof  of  some  other 
material,  such  as  tile,  slate,  metal,  fireproof  fibre,  etc.  In  the  fire  areas 
of  cities  in  this  State,  shingle  roofs  are  forbidden,  and  it  is  clear  that 
they  must  he  equally  as  dangerous  in  the  dwelling  sections. 

LIGHTING  FIRES  WITH  KEROSENE. 

The  dangerous  habit  of  lighting  fires  with  kerosene,  too  frequently 
indulged  in  in  Texas,  is  a  prolific  source  of  destroying  homes  by  fire, 
either  from  explosion  or  otherwise,  and  very  frequently  results  in  the  loss 
of  life,  too.  A  person  who  indulges  in  this  practice  is  not  giving  his 
best  thought  to  the  conservation  of  life  and  property  and  the  frequent 
loss  of  both  as  a  result  should  be  sufficient  warning  to  discontinue  at 
once  the  dangerous  practice. 


FIRE  PREVENTION  IN  BUSINESS  HOUSES. 



Suppose  your  place  of  business  were  to  burn  out  the  week  before 
Christmas.  What  part  of  your  loss  would  your  insurance  cover  ?  Your 
store  and  your  stock  of  goods  comprise  just  about  one-half  of  your 
business.    No  insurance  will  protect  you  from  the  loss  of  your  trade. 

A  fire  in  your  store  may  prevent  your  meeting  the  wants  of  those 
whose  patronage  you  have  enjoyed  for  a  long  time,  for  a  period  of  sev- 
eral weeks,— a'  crucial  period.  You  are  attacked  in  an  unprotected 
point  and  trade  and  friendships  formed  during  your  enforced  suspen- 
sion of  business  may  mean  that  much  of  that  patronage  will  never  come 
back  to  you. 

Almost  daily  in  Texas  somewhere  a  store  or  building  of  a  business 
nature  burns,  nearly  always  from  a  preventable  cause.  There  is  no 
great  difference  between  the  stores  that  have  burned  and  the  one  you 
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now  occupy.  You  may  be  confronted  with  such  a  disaster  within  the 
next  twenty-four  hours.  Indifference  as  well  as  neglect  and  carelessness 
is  the  cause  of  many  of  these  fires.  Too  often  one  gets  the  feeling  that 
there  is  no  reason  why  a  fire  should  happen  to  him.  But  why  shouldn't 
it?  What  have  you  clone  or  are  doing  with  a  view  to  preventing  it  or 
that  would  make  it  difficult  for  a  fire  to  start  in  your  store  ?  How  would 
you  put  it  out  while  it  is  yet  a  small  fire  ? 

WASTE  PAPER  AND  EXCELSIOR. 

Danger  points  in  stores  are  many  from  a  fire  standpoint.  In  the  re- 
ceiving and  shipping  departments  especially,  wrappings,  excelsior,  straw, 
and  other  packing  materials  are  allowed  to  accumulate  to  a  danger- 
ous extent,  ready  and  waiting  receptacles  for  a  carelessly  thrown  match, 
cigar,  or  cigarette  stub.  Floor  sweepings  and  trash  in  corners  or  in 
wooden  containers  is  another  form  of  unnecessary  hazard.  "Too  busy 
to  remove  it"  is  often  the  excuse  given  to  inspectors  for  its  being  there. 
Stop  just  one  moment  and  think.  Eire  is  never  too  busy  to  delay  the 
destruction  of  your  building  or  goods  when  the  least  opportunity  presents 
itself.  '  These  same  hazards  are  too  often  placed  outside  the  building 
in  wooden  containers  or  even  loose,  and  much  danger  lurks  there. 
There  are  often,  too,  small  grated  windows  flush  with  the  ground  with 
opening  to  basements  below,  and  in  which  trash  accumulates.  These 
windows  are  equally  open  to  receive  the  carlessly  thrown  burning  cigar, 
cigarette,  or  match.  All  such  openings  should  be  screened  with  wire 
sufficiently  small  to  prevent  danger  from  the  outside. 

FIRE  EXTINGUISHERS. 

The  value  of  chemical  fire  extinguishers  in  retail  stores  has  been 
proven  beyond  doubt.  Their  presence  insures  confidence,  and  the  cost 
of  same  is  comparatively  small.  They  should  be  well  distributed  and 
hung  .at  convenient  points  and  kept  absolutely  free  from  any  obstruc- 
tion whatever.  One  minute  with  a  fire  extinguisher  at  the  proper  time, 
or  when  a  fire  starts,  may  prevent  a  million  dollar  loss  and  save  for  you 
a  business  that  it  has  taken  many  years  of  hard  work  to  build  up,  and 
which  without  this  forethought  and  preparedness  might  be  destroyed  in 
a  day, — yea,  in  an  hour.  The  automatic  sprinkler  is  the  best  safeguard 
and  should  be  installed  wherever  practicable. 

WATCH  THE  OUTSIDE. 

The  interior  of  the  store  having  had  your  careful  attention  and  the 
fire  danger  reduced  to  a  minimum,  turn  now  to  the  outside.  Property 
on  all  sides  of  you  represents  a  constant  source  of  danger,  and  it  is 
well  that  every  protection  here  be  had  that  is  possible.  Many  things 
can  be  clone  at  comparatively  small  expense  compared  with  the  service 
rendered.    Windows  should  be  made  with  wire  glass  in  metal  frames; 


FIGHT  THE  FIEE  BEFOEE  IT  HAPPENS— REMOVE  THE 

CAUSE. 


16 


THE  PREVENTION  OF  FIRE. 


elevator  shafts  enclosed  so  as  not  to  form  a  flue  for  the  communication 
of  fire;  openings  between  floors  that  are  not  cut  off  from  direct  com- 
munication are  the  cause  of  fire  spreading  and  often  loss  of  life.  A 
concerted  request  to  the  owners  of  the  adjoining  property  for  these  im- 
provements often  bring  results. 

After  all,  your  store  is  merely  an  extension  of  yourself,  and  it  should 
have  the  same  careful  personal  inspection  as  you  accord  your  physical 
body.  In  fact,  your  place  of  business  will  reflect,  to  a  considerable  de- 
gree, your  personal  habits,  and  you  will  be  judged  by  the  way  you  keep 
house. 

TALK  WITH  YOUR  FIRE  MARSHAL. 

In  giving  your  fire  hazards  frequent  attention  and  inspection,  it  is 
well  to  call  up  your  local  Fire  Marshal  occasionally  and  ask  him  how 
many  times  your  place  has  been  inspected  within  the  past  six  months, 
and  what  report  the  inspector  made  of  conditions  found  therein.  This 
may  point  you  to  a  hazard  somewhere  in  your  place  that  has  been  over- 
looked by  yourself  that  is  a  real  menace  to  your  business  welfare.  The 
practiced  eye  of  an  experienced  inspector  often  penetrates  farther  than 
the  untrained  eye  making  an  inspection,  and  many  bad  fires  may  be  pre- 
vented by  having  trained  inspectors  look  over  your  premises.  Co-oper- 
ate with  your  Fire  Marshal  and  his  inspectors  in  every  way  possible. 
It  is  for  your  good  they  are  operating. 

CO-OPERATE  WITH  THE  EIRE  DEPARTMENT. 

The  Fire  Department  of  your  city  also  needs  your  co-operation.  After 
you  close  your  place  of  business  at  night,  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  police 
and  fire  departments  to  a  certain  extent;  hence  it  is  necessary  that  you 
should  make  preparations  for  them  before  leaving  the  store  or  other 
place  of  business.  If  a  fire  breaks  out,  the  firemen  enter  your  build- 
ing in  the  dark  to  give  you  the  best  service  possible.  They  are  often 
delayed  in  their  work  in  a  dark  room  or  cellar  by  obstructions  they 
run  against.  Before  you  leave  for  the  night,  see  to  it  that  all  aisles 
are  clearly  open,  windows  unobstructed  with  goods  or  empty  boxes  from 
which  goods  during  the  day  have  been  unpacked.  Let  all  doorways  be 
absolutely  clear,  and  all  elevator  shafts  safely  guarded;  remember  that 
one  minute's  delay  of  the  firemen  in  getting  to  the  work  may  cause  the 
loss  of  a  building.  The  result  of  the  fire  depends  upon  the  work  done 
when  it  is  small, — the  first  few  minutes, — obstructions  of  any  character 
cause  the  loss  of  time  when  it  can  least  be  afforded. 


FIRE  ESCAPES  AND  THEIR  IMPORTANCE. 


Not  many  years  ago,  New  York  had  a  fire  in  which  143  human  be- 
ings lost  their  lives.  The  investigators  into  the  cause  found  that  these 
lives  would  have  been  saved  had  certain  simple  and  natural  precautions 
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been  taken.  The  Texas  Legislature  has  enacted  a  law  requiring  the 
owners  of  certain  buildings  to  take  the  necessary  precautions  to  prevent 
the  happening  of  such  a  catastrophe  in  this  State,  and  the  administra- 
tion of  the  law  has  been  placed  in  the  Department  of  State  Fire  Mar- 
shal. In  the  enforcement  of  this  measure,  the  State  Fire  Marshal  has 
ever}'-  right  of  law  and  humanity  to  expect  full  co-operation  of  the  whole 
people  in  complying  with  every  provision  of  this  "Safety  First"  statute. 
Some  persons  may  attempt  to  evade  the  law  or  delay  complying  with 
its  requirements,  but  "delays  are  dangerous,"  and  may  lay  the  loss  of 
life  at  the  door  of  some  one  who  has  neglected  his  duty  in  the  matter. 
Moreover,  not  only  are  the  owners  and  lessees  of  buildings  morally  re- 
sponsible for  the  provision  of  adeouate  exit  facilities  to  safeguard  the 
lives  of  their  guests  and  employes,  but  they  are  also  legally  responsible 
and  a  failure  to  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  fire  escape  law  is  ample 
grounds  for  cause  of  action  in  damages  in  the  event  of  injury.  It 
must  also  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  straight  ladder  which  has  hereto- 
fore been  misnamed  "fire  escape"  no  longer  complies  with  the  fire  escape 
law  and  is  not  a  fire  escape. 

BUILDINGS,  BUT  NOT  PEOPLE,  PIKE  RESISTING. 

It  is  often  argued  that  buildings  are  fireproof,  and  fire  escapes  are 
therefore  not  needed.  In  truth,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  fireproof 
building  in  the  sense  that  the  term  "fireproof"  is  often  used.  Experi- 
ence has  demonstrated  over  and  over  again'  that  certain  classes  of  con- 
struction may  be  called  fire  resisting  but  not  fireproof.  But  what  about 
people  ?  They  are  neither  fireproof  nor  fire  resisting.  Experience  has 
also  shown  that  there  is  enough  inflammable  material  in  a  fire  resist- 
ing building  to  keep  a  full  head  of  steam  on  one  of  our  largest  steam- 
ships for  twenty-four  hours.  Time  and  again  in  the  United  States, 
fire  resisting  buildings  have  withstood  the  fires  but  the  people  inside 
of  them  have  perished.  It  is  just  as  necessary  to  escape  the  danger 
of  suffocation  from  smoke  when  a  building  takes  fire  as  it  is  the  fire 
itself.  The  record  of  the  United  States  shows  that  more  people  have 
died  from  being  overcome  with  smoke  because  of  inability  to  escape 
from  the  building  than  have  actually  been  burned  with  fire.  Should 
we  not  make  an  end  of  this  freedom  of  opinion  with  regard  to  the  neces- 
sity "for  proper  exit  facilities  in  certain  classes  of  buildings  before  we 
pay  the  cost  in  human  lives  in  Texas,  as  has  been  the  case  in  other 
States  ? 


MOTION  PICTURE  THEATRES. 


Those  of  us  who  should  be  vitally  interested  in  the  safe  arrangement 
and  conduct  of  these  places  of  amusement  are  prone  to  lose  sight  of  the 
important  requirements  of  safety  against  fire  and  panic  to  those  who 
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attend  them.  The  public  in  general  should  show  more  interest  and 
frequently  inquire  into  the  matter  of  arrangement  of  the  interior  of 
the  house,  operating  booth,  etc.  The  proprietors  will  welcome  this  in- 
terest shown.  When  attending  a  theatre,  if  you  observe  that  persons 
are  standing  in  the  aisle ;  if  smoking  is  allowed ;  if  no  exit  lights 
or  signs  are  displayed:  if  stoves  are  arranged  in  unsafe  locations; 
if  kerosene  stoves  are  used  for  heating  purposes  in  the  aisles;  if  seats 
are  not  fastened  to  the  floor;  if  any  of  the  aisles  or  exits  are  blocked; 
in  short,  if  anthing  of  a  dangerous  nature  is  observed,  or,  if  any  rule  of 
safety  prescribed  is  being  violated,  call  the  attention  of  the  local  fire 
marshal  to  it.  In  doing  this,  you  may  save  the  lives  of  some  of  your 
loved  ones,  or  the  destruction  of  valuable  property.  The  proprietors  of 
moving  picture  houses  in  Texas  as  a  rule  comply  fairly  well  with  the 
laws  and  rules  of  safety.  However,  they,  also,  occasionally  get  careless 
or  leave  things  to  employes  who  sometimes  forget;  hence,  if  you  will 
follow  the  suggestions  above,  you  will  be  rendering  a  valuable  service 
which  will  be  appreciated  by  all  who  value  "Safety  First."  To  the 
proprietors  themselves,  as  well  as  the  employes,  let  us  suggest  that  it 
is  always  to  their  best  interests  to  be  ever  watchful  and  vigilant.  Only 
by  strictly  obeying  every  known  rule  of  safety  can  they  measure  up  to 
the  responsibility  upon  them  in  handling  their  patrons,  among  whom 
are  many  women  and  children. 


PERSONAL  LIABILITY  FOR  PREVENTABLE  FIRES. 


It  is  an  accepted  principle  of  the  common  law  that  a  man  is  liable 
to  his  neighbor  for  injury  to  the  latter  resulting  from  his  carelessness 
or  neglect.  Owing  to  the  American  assumption  that  every  man  who 
■has  a  fire  is  an  unfortunate  to  be  pitied,  this  liability  has  not  been  gen- 
erally recognized  in  relation  of  losses  from  easily  avoidable  fires.  A 
tiotable  change  is  now  taking  place  with  regard  to  this  matter,  and  one 
•State  of  the  Union  and  several  of  the  leading  cities  have  made  this 
common  law  liability  a  part  of  their  statutes,  thus  making  one  respon- 
sible for  a  careless  or  negligent  fire  a  public  offender  who  must  suffer 
the  consequences  of  his  act.  The  principle  of  these  statutes  is'  abso- 
lutely sound.  The  time  is  now  here  when  no  one  should  be  permitted 
to  assume  a  position  of  irresponsibility  toward  the  common  safety  because 
a  fire  department  exists  to  fight  fire,  and  an  insurance  company  has 
guaranteed  him  against  financial  loss,  without  the  certain  knowledge 
thai  he  will  be  held  personally  liable  for  the  damage  from  fires  which 
he  could  have  easily  prevented. 

Eire  departments  are  not  maintained  to  protect  a  man  from  the  re- 
sults of  his  negligence:  and,  when  he  calls  upon  the  city  in  any  such 
case,  he  should"  be  made  to  pay  for  the  service.  The  man  who  has  a 
preventable  fire  picks  the  pockets  of  his  more  careful  neighbors,  either 
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through  the  medium  of  fire  insurance  or  an  unjustified  use  of  the  fire 
department,  and  frequently  through  both  mediums,  because  all  contrib- 
ute to  both. 

Every  city  in  the  State  maintaining  a  paid  fire  department  has  also 
passed  the  standard  fire  marshal  ordinance  creating  the  office'  of  fire 
marshal  and  has  appointed  someone  to  perform  the  duties  of  that  office, 
which,  for  the  most  part,  are  securing  the  correction  or  elimination  of 
fire  hazards.  Is  it  not  peculiarly  just,  when  the  fire  marshal  issues  an 
order  and  a  fire  results  from  its  non-observance,  that' the  offenders 
should  pay  to  the  city  the  full  value  of  the  services  of  the  fire  depart- 
ment and  all  cost  incurred  in  extinguishing  or  attempting  to  extinguish 
such  a  fire  ? 


1.  Study  to  prevent  fire  in  your  home  or  place  of  business. 

2.  Always  be  prepared  to  put  out  fires  as  soon  as  they  are  discov- 
ered.   All  fires  are  small  once.    Don't  delay. 

3.  Plan  before  the  fire  occurs  and  be  prepared  to  save  every  per- 
son in  your  employ  if  the  building  burns. 

4.  Insurance  never  covers  your  loss, — avoid  the  loss. 

5.  .Fire  risks  are  bad  in  degree  as  the  owners  of  the  property  mate 
them, — remove  all  hazards  and  exposures  that  are  unnecessary. 

6.  Fire  prevention  is  largely  a  matter  of  cleanliness  and  careful- 
ness in  the  individual, — in  YOU. 


It's  none  of  my  business,"  as  is  often  expressed,  doesn't  apply 


in  matters  of  fire.  Every  fire  is  your  business,  as  it  hits  your  pocket- 
book.    Help  in  fire  prevention  and  save  money. 

8.  That  pile  of  wooden  boxes  and  crates  at  the  outside  of  your 
building  should  not  be  there ;  they  are  an  unnecessary  hazard, — an  ex- 
pensive exposure.    Move  them  and  keep  them  moved. 

9.  Loose  excelsior  is  a  dangerous  ally  of  fire  and  destruction. 
Don't  allow  it  to  lie  around, — it's  a  foe  to  your  prosperity. 

10.  Save  and  conserve.  Carelessness  in  fire  prevention  won't  do, 
either. 

11.  Don't  sweep  accumulations  of  waste  paper  and  trash  into  alleys 
and  other  openings  and  burn  them  in  the  open.  Such  practices  are 
dangerous  in  the  extreme.  Place  such  matter  in  metal  containers  and 
have  it  hauled  to  the  '•dumping"  ground.    Don't  burn  in  the  open. 


;  The  flower  of  the  young  manhood  of  Texas  faced  the  hordes  of  Kaiser- 
ism  in  Europe  that  this  State  and  Nation  might  be  preserved.  Shall 
we  say  to  them  by  our  continued  indifference  to  fire  losses  that  we  will 
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not  do  even  so  little  as  to  lay  aside  carelessness  and  henceforth  con- 
serve that  in  which  they  have  made  us  secure? 

To  accomplish  any  reform  the. force  of  public  opinion  must  be  em- 
ployed. The  significance  of  our  State's  ash  heap  and  its  effect  upon 
the  public  welfare,  must  be  brought  home  to  every  man,  woman  and 
child  within  our  borders. 


LET  EVERY  MINUTE  BE  A  EIRE  PREVENTION  MINUTE 

WITH  YOU. 


